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absorb philosophy and romanticism and indulge Ms liter- he stumbled
ary impulse.    Eventually, in 1805, while beginning the life work of
study of architecture in Frankfurt, he met Dr. Anton teacMag<
Gruner, head of a Pestalozzian model school, who per-
suaded him of his fitness for teaching and gave him a
position in the institution.   Of the result Froebel de-
clared : uFrom the first I found something I had always
longed for, but always missed ; as if my life had at last
discovered its native element.   I felt as happy as a fish
in water."

But it was soon evident to the new teacher that he After three
had a sufficient knowledge of neither subject-matter nor teaching m
the laws of mental development to achieve much success hestadfed
in his chosen profession. Five days after his appoint-

ment he paid a brief visit to PestalozzI at Yverdun, and Yverdun

and learned

upon his return undertook a systematic study of Pesta- much about
lozzianism tinder the guidance of Grimer.    He also began rapfay,

in this period to develop his own principles and methods,
and, through the use of modeling in paper, pasteboard, cMldrei1-
and wood with some private pupils, came to see the value
of the creative instinct as a means of education. After
three years in Frankfurt he withdrew for further study
and practice at Yverdun. The two years he spent there
proved most profitable. He gained much from the train-
ing in physiography and nature study that he gave the
pupils during long walks in the country; he found an
opportunity to study the play of children in its effect